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Daniel 1:8-20; 2:4-17; 6:1-5 
 

Daniel 1: 8-20 
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the 
chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9 Now God had caused the official 
to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord 
the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than 

the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you.” 

11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but 
vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young 
men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.” 14 So 

he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 

15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the 
young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine 

they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 

17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature 

and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 

18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official 
presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal 
to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every 
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them 

ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

 

Daniel 2: 14-17 
14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of 
Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king 
issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the 

king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him. 
17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and 

Azariah. 
 

Daniel 6: 1-5 
1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with three administrators 
over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king 
might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps 
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 by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 At 
this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in 
his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no 
corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally 
these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it 
has something to do with the law of his God.”  

 
Doing your work in a __________ way 
 

 Being _____________ and _____________ 
especially to those over you 

 
 
 
 _____________ your share of the load-this will be 

noticed by peers 
 
 
 _____________ those under you properly 

 
 

Being a __________ witness 
 

 Don't _____________ morally 
 
 
 _____________ with Christ 
 
 
 Use _____________ and _____________  
 
 
 Seek to _____________ for Christ 

 
 
Conclusion 
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Daniel 1:8-20 

8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and 
wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile 
himself this way. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor 
and compassion to Daniel, 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am 
afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. 
Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men 
your age? The king would then have my head because of you.” 11 
Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had 
appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 “Please 
test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to 
eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance with that 
of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants 
in accordance with what you see.” 14 So he agreed to this and 
tested them for ten days. 



14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end 
of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than 
any of the young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard 
took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and 
gave them vegetables instead. 17 To these four young men God 
gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and 
learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all 
kinds. 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into 
his service, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 
19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s 
service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about 
which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.  
      - Daniel 1:8-20 



14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out 
to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with 
wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king 
issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to 
Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so 
that he might interpret the dream for him.  
17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to 
his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 
      - Daniel 2:14-17 



1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the 
kingdom, 2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was 
Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the 
king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself 
among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional 
qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 
4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds 
for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, 
but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in 
him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor 
negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis 
for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do 
with the law of his God.”  
      - Daniel 6:1-5 



Doing your work in a godly way 
 Being skillful and competent especially to 

those over you 

Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will serve 
before kings; they will not serve before officials of low 
rank.       - Proverbs 22:29 



Doing your work in a godly way 
 Being skillful and competent especially to 

those over you 
 Carrying your share of the load-this will be 

noticed by peers 



Doing your work in a godly way 
 Being skillful and competent especially to 

those over you 
 Carrying your share of the load-this will be 

noticed by peers 
 Treating those under you properly 

Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your 
masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, 
but also to those who are harsh.  - 1 Peter 2:18 



Being a godly witness 
 Don't compromise morally 
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Being a godly witness 
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Being a godly witness 
 Don't compromise morally 
 Identify with Christ 
 Use wisdom and discretion 
 Seek to witness for Christ 



Conclusion 
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